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Welcome to the White Hat
Regional

On behalf of my outstanding committee,
including our district representative, Ken Scott,
I would like to welcome you to this year’s
Regional tournament. We hope that you enjoy
your games and the hospitality that we have
planned. If you have any problems or concerns,
please talk to someone at the hospitality desk or
look for a committee member who will be
wearing a green badge.

Nancy Klym and Karen Levy, hospitality co-
chairs, have events and goodies planned
throughout the week. Our welcome dinner is
“Peters’-in-the Park*”. We encourage you to
order your dinner at the hospitality desk by
game time Wednesday morning. If you need a
ride to “the Park”, please let a volunteer know
when you order.

This year, we have some very special games for
new players or players for whom this may be
your first Regional. On Tuesday night, we have
a 0-49 pairs game and players who have 0-5
master points will receive a free play. There
will be two additional games for 0-49 pairs on
Saturday: one at 1:00 and one at 7:15. Please let
your friends know about this game and
encourage them to come.

Finally, there are so many people who have
volunteered or helped the committee in one way
or another and | would especially like to thank
them for their support. Your backing and
assistance, has made this tournament what it is.
Thank you all. Again, have a great week, many
points and above all, have fun.

Trish Biggs, Committee Chair

* Note: for those who do not live in Calgary,
Peters’ Drive-In is famous for its great food.

If your luck isn’t what it should
be, write a ‘p’ in front of it and
try again.

Ay

~ Bob Edwards

+&%4Y Schedule ¢&av

Monday, August 10, 2009 7:15 PM
Charity Open Pairs--One Session
Charity 199er Pairs--One Session
White Hat Kickoff Bracketed
Knockout Teams--1st Session

Tuesday, August 11, 2009 8:45 AM
Morning Side Game Series--1st Session
199er Pairs--One Session
White Hat Knockout Teams

(continuation)--2nd Session
& 199er's lunch and welcome at noon

Tuesday, August 11, 2009 1:00 PM
Stratified Open Pairs--1st Session
Midweek Side Game Series-- 1st Session
199er Pairs--One Session
White Hat Knockout Teams

(continuation)--3rd Session

Tuesday, August 11, 2009 7:15 PM
Stratified Open Pairs--2nd Session
Midweek Side Game Series--2nd Session
199er Pairs--One Session
White Hat Knockout Teams--Final

& Cookies will be served after the last game

Wednesday, August 12, 2009 8:45 AM
Morning Side Game Series--2nd Session
199er Pairs--One Session
Mustang Bracketed Knockout

Teams--1st Session

Wednesday, August 12, 2009 1:00 PM
Stratiflighted IMP Pairs
(Flight A/X standalone)--1st Session
Midweek Side Game Series--3rd Session
199er Pairs--One Session
& Peters’-in-the-Park at the zoo park

Wednesday, August 12, 2009 7:30 PM
Stratiflighted IMP Pairs
(Flight A/X standalone)--2nd Session
Midweek Side Game Series--4th Session
199er Pairs--One Session
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Hospitality Highlights

The Hospitality and Future Masters Information
Desk is located on the north wall as you enter
the venue. Volunteers will be at the desk to
help you during three different time periods:
11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m., 4:00 to 4:30 p.m. and
6:00 to 7:00 p.m.

We have something planned for every day—
either a memento of the Regional or a snack to
help you enjoy the Regional experience. Two
events will require ticket purchase. We are
hosting Peters’ in the Park on Wednesday
evening and a Box Lunch Social during the
break on Sunday. Tickets for Peters’ in the Park
must be purchased on Monday or Tuesday.
Tickets for the Box Lunch Social will be
available until Friday evening.

In keeping with the western theme, line dancing
instruction will highlight Saturday evening. No
previous experience necessary. Just come out
and have some fun. There will be a cash bar for
those of you who would rather watch than
dance.

We are celebrating winners at this Regional. A
Winners’ Circle will be handing out special
pens commemorating your success. The
Winners’ Circle is located around the corner
from the Hospitality Desk and will be open from
11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. and from 6:00 — 7:00
p.m. All event and section winners are invited
to come and claim their prizes.

Looking for a place to eat? We have a display
with menus and locations of restaurants in the
area. As well, some lucky players will win
daily door prizes of restaurant gift certificates to
help enjoy dining in Calgary.

Wishing you all a successful and enjoyable
week of bridge!

Nancy Klym and Karen Levy, Hospitality
Coordinators

No Bridge Player Survives on
Cards Alone

Like all Regional Events, there is a great deal
more than session after session of bridge. There
are, of course, new friendships to be forged and
old friendships to be renewed. There is, for
many of us, a new city to be explored and
savoured. And, of course, there is always a
social program to go along with and fit into the
bridge schedule. The White Hat Regional is no
different. Here are the social events planned by
your organizing committee for this year:

Tuesday
& 199er’s lunch and welcome at noon
& Cookies will be served after the last
game

Wednesday:
& Peters’-in-the-Park™ at the zoo park.
Tickets must be purchased by Tuesday
evening so that food can be ordered

Thursday:
& Purdy chocolate give-away

Friday:
& Salsa and chips after the last game

Saturday:
& Line dancing and ice cream after the last
game

Sunday:
& Box social lunch (box social lunches
must be purchased by noon Saturday)

* NOTE: For strangers to Calgary be advised
that Peters’ (standing for Peters’ Drive In) is
well known by almost all Calgarians,
particularly those who %rew up in this city.
Peters’ is just down 16" Avenue from the host
hotel. If Peters’ had decided years ago to
franchise, the Golden Arches would have no
meaning. Peters’ hamburgers are ranked as
some of the best hamburgers this gourmand has
ever demolished, and they serve what is
unquestionably the very best milkshake I have
ever tasted. Peters’ staff (who can serve more
customers over a lunch hour than anybody
would think even remotely possible) have
agreed to stay late to favour us with the finest
burger that heaven has to offer. This is one
event that only fools and devout vegans would
ever miss (actually... it might just convert a
vegan or two). Wednesday Night my motto is
“Diet...what diet??”

I

ISRELN
AL
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Brown Bag Talks on Bridge

Bring your lunch to the playing area between
Wednesday and Saturday from 12:10 to 12:40
PM for an informative discussion on some of
the finer points in playing our game. While
designed primarily for Future Masters,
everybody is invited.

At press time the lineup of speakers includes:

& Wed: Judy & Nick Gartaganis - Doing It
Right! Defensive Signaling at Trick One

& Thurs: Maureen Bailey - The Dealer is
Your Friend

& Fri: Paula Sisko - Thinking in Hand
Patterns

& Sat: Dan Bertrand - To draw trump or
not to draw trump, that is the question!

So, if you want to improve your game, bring
your lunch and join us for these free informative
sessions by our own Calgary Experts.

Meet Your Committee
Nancy Klym — Hospitality co-chair

Nancy’s enthusiasm and wonderful laugh will
often be noticed during the tournament.
However, it is her positive attitude, creativity
and hard work that has made her an
indispensible committee member. Nancy has
played bridge in tournaments across North
America and has brought many of the good
ideas she observed to our Regional.

Karen Levy — Hospitality co-chair

Karen is the quieter member of the hospitality
team, but like many strong partnerships, Karen
is the perfect co-chair. Her knowledge of the
advertising industry and various affiliations
have been indispensible in many aspects of
committee work. Also look for Karen’s picture
as a new Life Master — she is that close!!

Clarende Duby — Caddy chair

You may thank Clarende for all of our well-
trained caddies. As the mother of only boys,
Clarende is unflappable — just what a caddy-
master needs to be! But Clarende’s talents don’t
end there — she also designed and painted the
caddy shirts as well as creating all the wonderful
signage you see.

Karen Mitchell - Future Masters Chair

Many Calgary Future Masters will know Karen
as a bridge teacher. With this background,
Karen was the obvious choice to design a
program that focuses on new players. She has
developed the advertising, schedule of speakers
and provided prizes gauged to help future
masters grow and improve. Karen’s calm,
competent, positive manner has been a
wonderful asset to our team.

Tanja Hurlbert - Partnership Chair

If you don’t have a partner for a game, Tanja’s
the person you need to find. As a committee,
we have relied on Tanja’s expertise and
knowledge, not to mention her sense of humour.
An expert bridge player, Tanja is always ready
and willing to help others and she brings this
same friendly attitude to her position at the
partnership desk.

Olga Wright — Publicity Chair

Olga has taken on the challenge of ensuring that
all of our publicity is published, uploaded and
printed — not to mention updated and
distributed. She thought she had taken on a job
that would be over well before golf season — her
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other passion — but when it was not, Olga’s
smiling, calm presence was there to make sure
everything was done.

Steve Lawrence — Finance Chair

/

No tournament could evolve without someone
who knows and understands how the liberal
cash outflow can be aligned with the seemingly
meager incoming monies. We have really been
lucky to have Steve as our mentor and guide
through these financial muddy waters. Steve’s
relaxed manner combined with his memory of
many past tournaments has made what appeared
to be an insurmountable challenge last year into
something very manageable.

Terri Bedard — Photographer and Chair
of the Golf Tournament

While golf and bridge seem to be natural soul
mates, Terri also combines these talents with a
gift of photography. You will no doubt meet
Terri’s smiling face and bubbly personality as
she takes candid shots throughout the week.

She always posts these in the main ballroom.
Also, new Life Masters will be celebrated with
one of Terri’s photographs in the Daily Bulletin.

Ken Scott — District 18 Board

e il

Did you realize that Regional tournaments are
funded by the ACBL district? Alberta’s
representative to the district, Ken Scott, has
been indispensible. As a sounding board,
researcher, liaison and all-round mentor, Ken
has helped our committee and, especially, the
chair, navigate the complexities of putting on a
Regional tournament. Ken’s passion for bridge
was aptly demonstrated when he bought his
infant grandchild a T-shirt with “I love bridge”
printed on it.

A woman'’s idea of heaven is
‘ a place where she won’t have
to wash dishes.

~ Bob Edwards

Elsie Johnson — 50/50 Chair

Elsie celebrated her retirement this June by
agreeing to chair the 50/50. I’m not certain
whether she realized what a large job it was to
find and coordinate the many volunteers
required. However, Elsie’s unflappable manner
combined with her low key sense of humour has
made the job seem easy.

Trish Biggs Tournament Chair

A committee is only as good as its members. |
have had the enviable experience of having one
of the best committees possible. Their
commitment, positive attitude, hard work and
creativity have made my job very easy as well
as fun — an amazing combination. When you
see one of the committee members sporting a
green badge, please be sure to tell them what a
wonderful job they’ve done.

EEHEDEDEHEDED Y

OK, folks, did you notice... except for the
Finance Chair (who makes his living working
with money) and the Alberta representative to
the District 18 Board (and me), the entire
organizing committee is made up of the Ladies
of Calgary Bridge. More and more we are
seeing the distaff side taking the lead in Bridge
as in Society. | guess it was bound to happen.
People try to equate human behaviour with the
hierarchy of the hive. As one of the drones, it
seems from my perspective at least, to be
becoming more and more true. ed.

G EDED D ED D

Partnership Desk Memo

The partnership desk will be manned one hour
before each bridge session. Please fill out the
partnership slip stating for which sessions you
need a partner and include your systems, if any,
masterpoints. etc. White slips are for non-Life
Masters and green are for Life Masters. We will
pin the slips on our board according to the days
of the week. We can help you match and
contact suitable candidates for your game. We
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hope to have a pleasant experience for all during
the Calgary White Hat Bridge Tournament.

L.Tanja Hurlbert, Partnership Chair

D EDEDEHEDED D

Please remember, Partnerships is one of the
most difficult roles to do at a tournament of this
nature. Believe me they are NOT trying to
saddle you with a terrible partner. They are
trying to find compatible folks to play with each
other. 1 can tell you that some of my favorite
partners I found first at the partnerships desk.
Work with the staff at the desk and odds are
they will provide you with a really fun
experience. ED.

G EDEDEHEDED D

Director’s Calls and Why You
Should Not Fear Them

Anyone who plays organized bridge soon knows
of the omnipresence of “the Director”. They
take your money, they score the game and that
is not a big deal... BUT they seem to be
frequently called to the table (particularly it
seems, to your table) and they always seem to
be coming because of something that you have
done.

First of all, NOBODY is singling you out.
Secondly, everybody makes mistakes. Most
importantly, the Director is not coming to your
table to punish the offending side or player. The
rules are not about punishing - they are about
restoring, as completely as possible, equity.

After many years, the worldwide bridge
organizations have calculated the fairest way to
deal with specific problems. Directors have
extensive training and experience in order to be
able to rule fairly in these situations. Let’s say
you revoke (you trump a spade trick when you
still have a spade in your hand). Directors will
have a fair way to deal with the situation.

Let me tell you a story about my FIRST
experience playing duplicate bridge. A fellow I
knew kept calling me and telling me we should
play bridge at a local club. To be honest, I
wasn’t much interested. | had played home
bridge for years, but all this organization
seemed to get in the way of the game itself.
Finally, I relented and we arrived, paid our card
fees and were given seats at a table in this small
game. My partner had insisted we fill out a
convention card and I, for one, couldn’t see why
we should tell our opponents our secret
conventions. Anyway, with a very simple card
filled, out we began to play. Time, thankfully,
has allowed me to forget the particular offences
I committed on that evening. Suffice to say |
committed some sin or another at that first table
and the Director was called.

The Director explained what | had done wrong
and made the necessary adjustment to ensure
that nobody, especially the non offenders in the
room, were placed at a disadvantage. | learned
something and vowed never to do that again.

And so, at the very next table, I committed yet
one more sin and the procedure was repeated in
all, I must admit, good humour. So, at the next
table, trying to be on my very best behaviour...
the Director was called yet again to restore
equity after one more sin created by yours truly.

Now, sitting at the fourth table, I was absolutely
committed to making no more mistakes. The
result, of course, was that | was wound up like,
as my father used to say, a two dollar watch.

My right hand opponent was to open and, before
the days of the bidding boxes, she said in a
bright clear voice, “Two Diamonds.” Getting
ready to pass this clearly strong bid, | heard my
Left Hand Opponent say, in an equally clear
voice, “Alert!” 1 clearly remember my thirteen
cards flying in 13 directions and heard myself
groan in frustration, “What the Hell did | do
now!” (Our opponents were using Flannery and
I had never heard of an alert procedure.) The
upshot of the story is that everybody had a good
laugh, more with me than at me and now,
twenty years later, I still play and love the game.

I still make mistakes and more often than not
call the Director on myself. Itry NOT to rule an
offense myself since I so often get it wrong. |
always make sure my partner and | each have a
convention card filled out identically (another
Director call would certainly result if I do not).

At the end of the day, the Director’s job is to
keep the game running smoothly and fairly.
Never feel embarrassed if the Director is called
to your table due to an irregularity. Never feel
they are taking advantage of you. Never feel
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like you are being punished. It just ain’t so.
Also, never hesitate to call the Director if you
see an irregularity. There are some niceties
about when a dummy can call the Director or, in
fact, make comment at all - and that is only at
the end of the hand.

One other thing, be a good sport. If you or your
partner make a mistake, don’t try to hide it.
Point it out and call the Director. There is
something strangely satisfying about calling the
Director on yourself - even the best in our game
do it from time to time.

More on what to do when the Director arrives in
Wednesday’s bulletin.

Greetings From Your Editor

I am trying to figure out if this is déja vu all
over again or if it is more like the latest remake
of the Friday the Thirteenth series (as in, “I’m
baaack). | don’t know what all of you have
been doing since | last wrote the White Hat Eye
Opener for your reading pleasure. For my wife
and 1, it has been a hectic (even frenetic) three
years: relocating from Edmonton to Lethbridge,
becoming a certified old fart and qualifying for
the OAS, running the CBF Regional in what has
to have been the worst weather week in the
year... and so much more.

But enough about me — here’s what we are
going to be doing for the week to come. First of
all, there will be NO issue tomorrow (Tuesday)
since there are too few results to make much
news. The next time we will be with you will
be as early as we can do it on Wednesday
morning. It is our goal to have the bulletin in
the lobby before you pull your first cards out of
a board in the morning. Depending on what the
good folks at Staples are able to provide us, we
may fall a little short, particularly on Sunday,
but we will try to be there for a read with your
morning coffee.

For those of you who do not plan to play in the
morning but would like your bridge news with
breakfast, fire up your computer. We will be
sending a pdf of the entire bulletin to BOTH the

District 18 Webmaster Claire Jones
(www.wasumi.org) and to the local Unit
Website (Unit 390)
(http://www.acblunit390.org/). You can read it
off the screen or you can print it in living colour
(just use 14 inch paper).

Each edition will be 8 faces in 8 %2 x 14 inch
format. We will publish all results and that will
likely take between two and three faces. A page
will be dedicated to 199ers (some like to say
Future Masters) and we will include an
overview of all bridge events for the day of the
edition and the next day in each edition. Today,
you will see Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
events, both bridge and social. When the
Wednesday edition comes out, it will provide
the schedule for Wednesday and Thursday (and
so forth).

Of course, | believe your morning read should
be more than a listing of events and a recap of
results. Events like the White Hat Regional are
full of interesting hands and funny occurrences.
They are full of recognition of folks who have
reached a significant bridge milestone. They
have news of some of the more colourful
characters that we chose to spend time among.
Now, I cannot know all of these stories and
events, so if you have an interesting hand, a
funny story to tell (clean and not designed to
denigrate anybody except possibly yourself), or
if you know of someone who makes Life Master
(bronze, silver, gold), or any other significant
event — let me know. Even if you know a
couple who played bridge to celebrate their 50
anniversary (or 80" birthday) - let me know.

When it comes to significant personal
milestones, | need to know the event and the
circumstances surrounding reaching that
milestone. 1 also need a very few minutes with
that person so my wife can take a picture to
include in the next bulletin.

There is a White Hat Eye Opener box on the
hospitality desk. Put your stories and some
method of contacting you in that box (so we can
contact you if we need more information).

For the most part, your job is to read and enjoy.
You will notice that we are printing fewer
bulletins for this event. Each copy we throw
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into the trash at the end of the week is 33 cents
and a bunch of fodder for the land fill. What
with the on-line version (remember, in
COLOUR) and the tendency of folks to read
the bulletin and then return it for someone else
to read later, means we can print fewer copies.
So, this year, we really do appreciate efforts to
be environmentally conscious. Of course, if you
have a particular reason for taking 10 or 20
copies (like making Life Master) please wait
until the end of the week and then take all that
are left over.

Your tournament Chair brings greetings
elsewhere in this edition, but from my wife and
I let me wish you all the success the bridge gods
may bestow upon you and, most of all, a really
fun and satisfying time. At the end of the day,
remember when you are tempted to grab the
entire deck and rip them in tiny little pieces, we
play this game for ‘FUN’.

The Origin of the Name

Back when Calgary really was a pioneer
western town and just finding its feet, there
were no telephones, no computers, no internet
and except for gossip over the back fence, the
source of news and views was left to the
newspaper. One of Calgary’s first newspapers
was a little weekly, supposedly released in the
morning, and published by a fellow named Bob
Edwards (more commonly known as Eye
Opener Bob). Edwards had the gift of the gab
which allowed him to get away with much more
than the average human of the day. He was a
whiskey drinking, poker playing wastrel who
just happened to publish the most popular
scandal sheet to hit the streets (the muddy
streets) of early Calgary. Bob loved to poke
holes in all the so-called righteous in the
cowtown. He pilloried ladies who dressed in
their finest and pretended that they did not smell
the stench of the city. He set his sights on
politicians, lawyers and just about every other
member of society. The fact that his drunken
ways often meant that the paper did not come
out on time was, for the most part, over looked.

Calgary today is a bustling, upwardly mobile,
town of oil and business. Calgary is rapidly
approaching a million souls, and Bob Edwards
would be horrified that this is no longer the
town he loved to criticize, but more importantly
is no longer a town where you can fall into the
gutter in a drunken haze and sleep it off.

We salute Bob Edwards with this little
newsletter which we feel represents still the
origins of Calgary and the fierce independent
mindedness that make the west the young and
vital country that it is. Besides, whenever |
think of Bob Edwards, | visualize him lurching
across a muddy street sodden with drink and
empty pockets from a night of poker, heading
for his little newssheet office to finish writing
the forthcoming edition so he could get it on the
press and get it printed in time for delivery.
Sort of reminds me of some of my friends
staggering home after a midnight speedball
Swiss.

Confound these

\‘ bootleggers! They ought to

be shot. You can never find

~—

one when you want him!

~ Bob Edwards

Long Time Edmonton Player
Passes Away

On August 7™, Steve Willard, one of
Edmonton’s premier bridge players died after a
brief illness. Many at this tournament will
remember Steve with fondness. At this time,
funeral arrangements are pending.

Read the White Hat Eye Opener
Online

As discussed elsewhere, we have decided to cut
back on the number of copies we will be
printing this year in an effort to save money and
protect the environment. We have made
arrangements with two websites to post each
edition before it is even available in hard copy.
In addition to saving money, this feature will
allow you to see the copy in living colour
including the photos AND will let you read it
with your morning coffee before you ever leave
your home. If you have been mentioned in the
bulletin and want to keep it for posterity,
printing it on your colour printer will give you
much more vivid memories in years to come.
To get to the online bulletins either enter
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http://www.acblunit390.org/ or Hosp":a“ty Deadlines
http:/Fwww.wasumi.orgl. The first address gets Remember. tickets for Peters’ in the Park must

you to the Unit 390 website and the latter gets be purchased on Monday or Tuesday. Tickets

you to the District 18 website. Try it out and o X .
you may never go back to paper. for the Box _Lunch Social will be available until
Friday evening.

Peters’-At-the-Park Picnic Details

First of all, it is a bit of a drive to get to the event on Wednesday Evening. If you are driving directly
from the hotel, it would be appreciated if you could stop at the front entrance to pick up players who do
not have transport. You should plan to leave between the end of the afternoon session and about 5:00
PM as Hamburgers are scheduled to be served at 5:15. While there will be some picnic tables and a
gazebo at the park, seating will be at a premium. Those who can bring chairs or a blanket are
encouraged to do so. In fact, for Calgary locals, if you could arrange to bring a chair for yourself and a
spare for an out of towner, that would be consistent with Calgary’s reputation for hospitality.

If you plan to attend, go to the Hospitality Table and order your meal. Your choices are:
&« Hamburger and Fries $6.50
% Cheeseburger and Fries $6.75
% Hamburger and Onion Rings $7.50
& Cheeseburger and Onion Rings $7.75
Your choice of soft drinks will be available at the park.

To get to the Zoo Park from the Host Hotel, go west on 16™ Avenue (immediately in front of the hotel) a
couple of blocks until you can turn SOUTH on the Deerfoot Trail (a left turn). Once on the Deerfoot,
get over to the right hand lane so you can exit on Memorial Drive. It is the very next exit off the
freeway. Watch for the signs and go WEST on Memorial. From Memorial, take the first exit to Zoo
Parking. The picnic site is just north of the parking lot.

This promises to be a wonderful event and really is part of Calgary Pop Culture. Don’t miss it.
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