Tuesday, April 10, 2012

2012 Spring Regional Issue 1

Welcome to the Kegimnl

It is our pleasure to welcome all players,
both from the Lethbridge area and from
further away to this event, operating on the
ACBL schedule once every four years. As
usual, our own Gwen West is in charge.
Four years ago, Gwen swore that that
Regional would be her last. However, she
has continued to run the Sectional every fall
and once again Gwen has willingly agreed
to run the Regional.

Many have no idea how much work is
involved in putting one of these shows on,
but for those who have had the experience
you begin to understand the herculean effort
involved, particularly over so many events.
Right off the top, | would like to express my
personal appreciation to Gwen for all of her
efforts and in particular for making such a
wonderful choice in venue for this year’s
event. Four years ago, the previous venue
left many players just a little cool, but now
we are housed in what has been considered
Lethbridge’s premier location. “The Lodge”
is, strangely enough, our version of an aging
dowager when it comes to hotels, and
remains the preference for the high powered
business, government and political
luminaries who venture into this little corner
of Alberta. 1 am convinced that we will find

few, if any complaints from players AND
GUESTS.

(south) from the hotel you can follow Scenic
all the way to the southern end of Mayor
Magrath Drive where sit most of the big box
stores, a wealth of restaurants and much
more. We will certainly try to get you lots
of options to tickle your taste buds
throughout your stay.

To stay on top of what is happening and any
late changes to events, read your bulletin,
either in hard copy at the playing site, or, in
full colour online at
http://members.shaw.ca/carolla/ .

Windsong will be online and ready for
reading when you sit down to breakfast from
Wednesday morning through Sunday
morning and we will get the hard copy to the
playing site as early as possible. If you have
a concern or a complaint, let Gwen or one of
the other local organizers know. We want
your week to be perfect (although we cannot
guarantee you a victory). Good luck and
have a wonderful week in Beautiful
Lethbridge.

Events
Monday, April 9
Charity Open Pairs 7 pm
Charity 199er Pairs 7 pm

Kickoff Bracketed Knockouts 7 pm
(con’t Tues 8:45am, 1pm & 7pm)

Tuesday, April 10

Morning Side Game — 1 of 5 8:45 am
Stratified Open Pairs 1&7pm
199er Pairs (single session) 1&7pm
Midweek Side Game Pairs 1/2 |1 & 7 pm

Wednesday, April 11

Morning Bracketed Knockouts - |8:45 am
(con’t Thur, Fri, Sat)

Morning Side Game Pairs 2 of 5 |8:45 am

Stratified Open Pairs 1&7pm
199er Pairs (single session) 1&7pm
Midweek Side Game Pairs 3/4 |1 & 7 pm

The Lodge is located on a thoroughfare

called Scenic Drive. By turning right
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Free Food!

Friday, April 13 after evening session
Sandwiches and veggie trays

Saturday, April 14 after evening session
Sandwiches and fruit trays

Sunday, April 15 between Swiss sessions
Sandwiches and fruit trays

Thanks!

Every tournament we have help not only
from a small army of fine volunteers, but
also from several of our local businesses.
This year is no exception. So thanks to the
following businesses (and don’t forget to
patronize them):

e Taco Time
Safeway
Humpty’s
Wendy’s
Medicine Hat Wholesale Ltd.

No Sense

Please be considerate of those with allergies:
refrain from using scents such as perfume or
cologne.

What Bridge?

That bridge... the one over there — the BIG
one. The Lethbridge Viaduct (or High Level
Bridge) has been the BIG bridge in
Lethbridge for over 100 years. Spanning the
Oldman River, the bridge remains the
longest, highest bridge of its type in the
world. It is more than 1600 metres long and
95 metres high (actually, 1 mile, 47 feet long
and 307 feet high). The bridge was built by
the Canadian Pacific Railway to increase the
capacity of its Crowsnest Pass Route.
Construction was started in 1907 and
finished in 1909.

The Lethbridge Viaduct throughout the year
is often illuminated to great effect.

The Viaduct lit for its 100" Anniversary

way}:ing
Our local merchants are some of the most
accommaodating businesses you will ever
find. We have a full range of merchants
from gas stations to gift shops and their
prices are fully competitive with any other
stores in the Province. For those of you who
are used to paying a provincial sales tax,
relax. Alberta is the only province in
Canada that has no PST. Of course, we still
pay the 5% GST, but if you are from the
United States, you can get that back when
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you cross the border (just stop at the
Canadian side and pick up a form).

Park Place Mall is Lethbridge’s largest mall,
covers four city blocks and has over 100
stores. It is anchored by Sears and has
theatres, retail stores, and a large food court.
You get to it from the Lodge by turning left
(north) along Scenic Drive.

At the other (south) end of the city along
Scenic Drive you will find the big box stores
— Costco, Walmart, Home Depot,
Superstore, Best Buy, Visions, Leons, and
others.

A Sincere A'}wlagt/

Three years ago in the frenetic hours before
the CBF Regional in February of 2009 I was
interviewed by a reporter from the local
daily paper. | spent my life working closely
with the media and I should know better. 1
was distracted - my mind was not solely on
the interview and | failed to take into
account the myriad of ways the media can
screw things up.

I never did see the resulting story, but from
the reaction I received from the local bridge
community, the reporter clearly took my
comments as a direct slam against the
organizers of the Regional the year before,
primarily, of course, Gwen West. | am not
sure if the error was an honest one or one of
the reporter’s little tricks to try and create
controversy where none existed, but suffice
to say | was in a world of trouble.

| apologized to Gwen several times that
week and | think she has, tentatively at least,
forgiven me, but I want to take this
opportunity, now that the dust has settled to
make my apology one more time, this time
in public. It is true that there were problems
with the 2008 event, 100% the result of the

hotel and its many failings. Gwen and her
team worked tirelessly to minimize the
failings of the venue and the fact that we are
in a different hotel this year is testimony to
the fact that the organizers have listened.

It needs be said that, while there are several
movers and shakers who keep bridge alive
in Lethbridge, none stand so tall as Gwen
West. | suspect that she is the Tournament
Chair again this year because nobody else
was prepared to step up. | know | was
certainly not prepared to beat my head
against that brick wall and | applaud Gwen
for continuing to take this very heavy
burden onto her shoulders once again.

Stories Wanted

This is YOUR bulletin. 1 will do my best to
fill the pages with miscellaneous detritus
about the area and, starting Wednesday, with
results hot off the computer of the Director
in Charge, but the tone and tenor of the
Tournament must come from you. If you
have a story, write it out on a clean piece of
paper. It need not be beautiful prose... I can
do all that, but it must be readable and the
facts must be correct. What kind of stories
am | looking for?

e Know of someone reaching a milestone
in bridge or in life... let me know.

e Have a funny story from the tables, write
it out and... let me know.

e Have a really interesting hand or
somebody found a brilliant play or
defence... let me know.

e Need to applaud somebody for ethical
play... let me know.

Anything of interest needs to get to me and |
will be pretty visible in my trusty power
chair tearing about the playing site. The
more stories you tell me and that I can tell
the rest of our number, the more smiles we
should generate. After all, it is smiles we
want to have.

Picking Dates

Picking dates for Regionals is the sole
purview of the ACBL Head Office in
Memphis. It is no surprise then that the date
pickers know little of ground blizzards, huge
snowfalls, bone chilling temperatures or
other things that keep bridge players safely
indoors. It is something of a surprise,
however, that Memphis fails to understand
the most important Christian event of the
year. This tournament and the others with
whom we share this same date are always

Lethbridge Regional 2012

Volume 1, Issue 1



afraid that the event will end on Easter
Sunday.

Several years ago Gwen West confided this
concern to me and | brushed it off. It turned
out that Gwen was right and | was
absolutely wrong... the players stayed away
in droves. Just three years ago when
running the CBF Fundraiser (Bridge by the
Bridge), the weatherman foxed us by
predicting something like 15 inches of snow.
The fact that we got closer to 15 millimeters
was known too late to get the players out of
Edmonton, Saskatoon, Regina, the BC
Interior or from most of the United States
and we were lucky to break even.

We in Southwestern Alberta are fortunate to
have wonderful weather and that weather
has been rewarded in spades this year, but |
have great sympathy for anyone planning an
April Tournament lest they get bitten by
either the Weather OR the Easter bug. We
consider ourselves blessed to have great
weather and a wonderful long term forecast
and, of course, we missed Easter (barely).
Were I ever asked to take Gwen’s onerous
role, 1 would be checking for Easter and
heading down to the Blood Reserve to seek
council with one of the Kainai Medicine
men regarding the long term weather
prospects.

Weather in the Su nay South

Folks love to give us a hard time about our
wind, but truth be told, we, by in large,
cherish the wind and its benefits. Not only
is Lethbridge warmer that the rest of the
Province and gets more hours of sunshine,
even when it does turn cold, we can always
look forward to three or four breaks every
winter when the Chinook winds blow down
from the mountains.

The warm, dry, downdraft winds of the
Chinook can raise the temperature from -30
or colder to well above freezing in less than
24 hours. Until you have seen the amount of
snow the Chinook can remove in a very
short time, it is difficult to believe. In fact,
there is much less water running in the
streets that you would expect. The dry air
tends to take the snow directly to water
vapour without going through the liquid
state.

Not to put too fine a point on it, the weather
is good but not incredible. In fact, records
show that we have had snow every month of
the year and, as you read this, most of
Waterton Lakes National Park is still mostly

snowbound and roads up to Cameron Lake
and Red Rock Canyon will still be totally
impassible.

And, our weather can be a fickle mistress. It
is often said without a hint of exaggeration,
‘If you don’t like the weather, wait a
minute!” One morning as a young man I
was driving in my old car and listening to
the radio. The weather report had
Lethbridge at minus 35 degrees F. Then the
weatherman went on to report that a
Chinook had reached Fort MacLeod, some
30 miles to the west and the temperature in
Fort MacLeod was plus 42 degrees F.
Unfortunately, that Chinook never did get to
Lethbridge. So folks, laugh all you want...
it’s our weather and we sort of like it.

Where to Go and What to See

A’}Jr 10
Open Stage/Jam Night at The Slice Bar &

Grill (314 8™ St South). Runs 9:00 PM -
11:00 PM Hosted by Zojo Black.

A‘FT Vg
Paul Filek (pop/acoustic/soft rock) at The
Slice Bar & Grill. Runs 8:00 PM — free.

A'}Jr 1z
LOOT a tribute to Tool (Rock/Prog rock/art

rock) at The Slice Bar & Grill. Runs 9:00
PM - $10.

A‘FT 4

Kayla Howran (Country / Country Rock /
Roots), Shaela Miller and Danny Dyck

at The Slice Bar & Grill. Runs 9:00 PM —
$5.

Live Horse Racing at the Rocky Mountain
Turf Club — Grandstand. Runs 6-9 PM.

SAAG Happy Hour Presented by Lethbridge
Volkswagen at the SAAG (601 Third
Avenue South). Runs 5-7 PM. $5. Features
the New Weather Machine - brainchild of
blistering guitarist Jon Martin, this energetic
trio’s sound is enhanced by their chemistry,
intensity, passion, and forward approach to
live performance.

A'}Jr 4

Culture Vulture Saturday - Portrait Pillows -
at the University of Lethbridge Centre for
the Arts Atrium. Runs 10 AM -5 PM.
Features refreshments — cookies, coffee and
juice —and an opportunity to check out the
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latest exhibition in the main gallery. All ages
welcome... and the activity is FREE.

Skate of the Art fundraiser at 619 4 Avenue
South. Runs 7-10 PM. Wine and cheese plus
a live auction fundraiser for a new
skateboard park. Auction includes works of
art created from skateboard decks.

Worm Composting at the Galt Museum &
Archives (502 - 1st St S). Runs 1-2 PM. Get
ready for Earth Day by creating your own
worm compost bin. All supplies, including
worms, provided.

Other Kinds of Games

This summer, Lethbridge will host the 2012
Alberta Summer Games. The games run
from Thursday, July 26 through Sunday,
July 29. They feature:

e Athletics (Track and Field)

Baseball

Basketball

Canoe/Kayak — Slalom and Flatwater
Cycling — BMX and Mountain Biking
Football

Inline Hockey

Lacrosse

Rugby

Soccer

Softball

Swimming

Triathlon

Volleyball — Beach

The Games also features a celebration of
culture, which will enable visitors and
residents to experience local and Alberta
cultures through a variety of performing,
visual, and literary arts events and activities.
For more information, see
http://www.2012albertasummergames.ca/

Constrisction New’s

If you’re driving around downtown
Lethbridge and come by this site:

It’s Lethbridge’s Community Arts Centre.
Started in 2011, the Centre will be open in
early 2013. A dream child of the local Allied
Arts Council, the Centre will house many of
the City’s arts organizations, the University
of Lethbridge Conservatory of Music, and
have space for individual artists and studios.
When it’s done, the building should look
like this:

More Events far the Future

At the Enmax Centre

e Johnny Reid: Saturday, April 21, 2012 at
7:30:00 PM

e Elton John: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 at
8:00:00 PM

e Gene Watson and the Canadian Farewell
Party Band with Special Guest Mike
Pollard: Thursday, May 10, 2012 at
7:30:00 PM

e Cirque du Soleil (Quidam): August 1-5,
2012

Alberta Arts Days - September 28-30 in
conjunction with Alberta Culture Days and
National Culture Days.

Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden

Located at Mayor Magrath Drive and 9
Avenue South, the Garden is open to visitors
seven days a week from May 12 until
October 15. The Garden showcases a
number of features common to fine Japanese
gardens, including ponds, a sand garden,
waterfalls, bell tower and a teahouse.

The Alberta Birds of Prey Foundation
houses rescued birds of prey. You can get up
close and personal with owls, hawks and
ducks at their Birds of Prey Centre (located
at 2124 16th Ave in Coaldale, Alberta).

Tournament Schedule

Monday April 7

7:00 pm

Kickoff Bracketed Knockout Teams
(continues Tuesday 8:45, 1:00 & 7:00)
Charity Open Pairs - one session
Charity 199er Pairs - one session
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Tuesqay April 10

8:45 am

Morning Side Game Serigd.stof 5 sessions

1:00 pm

Stratified Open Pairst FTANR G &SaaA
199erPairst 2y S aSaaizy

Midweek Side Game Serigd stof 5 sessions

7:00 pm

Stratified Open Rirst 4 SO2y R &S4& 3
199%er Pairst 2y S aSaairzy
Midweek Side Game Seriggnd of 5 sessions
Wednesday April 11

8:45 am

Morning Bracketed Knockout Teams
(continues 8:45 Thursday, Friday, Saturday)
Morning Side Game Serig®nd of 5 sessions

1:00 pm

Statified Open Pairgtstsession
199erPairst 2y S aSaairzy
Midweek Side Game Serig8rd of 5 sessions

7:00 pm

Stratified Open Pairsi2nd session
199erPairst 2y S aSaaizy
Midweek Side Game Serigglth of 5 sessions

Thursday April 12

8:45am
Morning Side Game Serig8rd of 5 sessions

1:00 pm

Stratified Open Swiss TeamE.stsession

199er Swiss Teants 2y S &ASaarzy
Midweek Side Game Serig®th of 5 sessions

7:00 pm

Stratified Open Swiss Teams  rsg5$ton

199er Swiss Teants 2y S &ASaarzy
Weekend Side Game Serigs  of & sessions

Friday April 17
8:45 am
Morning Stratified Swiss Teams  sedsion

(continues Saturday 8:45)
Morning Side Game Serigs  ff $essions

1:00 pm

Prime Time Bracketed Knockout Teams
(continues Friday @0, Saturday 1:00 & 7:00)
Stratified Open Pairstlstsession
199%erPairst 2y S aSaaizy
Weekend Side Game Serie&nd of 5 sessions

7:00 pm
Stratified Open Pairst  rsg5$ton
199%er Pairst 2y S aSaairzy

Weekend Side Game Serig8rd of 5 sessions
Stratified Swiss Teamg 2 Yy S

Saturday April 14
8:45am
2 Ydorning Side Game Serigsth of 5 sessions

1:00 pm
Compact Bracketed Knockout Teamst
session

A Hatified Open Pairstlst session

199erPairst 2y S aSaaizy
Weekend Side Game Seriegth of 5 sessions

7:00 pm

Compact Bracketed Knockout Team@nd
session

Stratified Open Pairs2nd session

199er Pairst 2y S aSaairzy
Weekend Side Game SerieSth of 5 sessions

Sunday April 17
10:00 am
Flight A Swiss Teantd stsession

Stratified B/C Swss Teamstlstsession
199er Swiss Teanmts 2y S aASaaizy

TBA

Flight A Swiss Teanm®nd session

Stratified B/C Swiss Teant®nd session

199er Swiss Teamts 2y S aASaaizy

Mas terf oint Limats

Stratified Events

A 1500+
B 500-1500
C 0-500

17%er Events

D 100-200
E 50-100
F 0-50

Sunday Flighted Swiss
A 3000+ X 0-3000
B 500-1500 C 0-500

All Swiss events are scored on the 20 VP
scale. Stratified Swiss events are stratified
by the average of all team members.

Whe's Who

Tournament Chair: Gwen West
Director: Steve Bates
Partnerships: John Landeryou
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