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New ACBL Sectional Master 
 

Charlene had no idea what she had actually achieved until she visited the 
ACBL website and was thrilled to discover that she had accumulated over 
50 master points that include 5 silver points. 
 
Charlene had been so focused on learning how to play simple Standard 
American Bridge with consistency and confidence that her point status had 
never really mattered. There are so many levels to the game of bridge. 
Charlene’s journey began where it does for so many, with a small group of 
girlfriends around the kitchen table. As their bidding became more 

sophisticated and their thirst to learn more grew, they decided to expand their horizons and explore the 
world of duplicate play at the club level. As with all endeavors in life, their bridge skills evolved at 
differing speeds. Charlene was fortunate enough to work with two mentors: her cousin Barbara Webster 
(Lawrence), who has a long history of bridge play in the duplicate arena, and her dear friend Andrea 
Killackey who is a natural teacher and appreciated her passion for the game. Slowly, they introduced 
new conventions and continuously reinforced the importance of trust and communication in conveying 
"her hand." Charlene’s success at a competitive level has simply been two things: strong partnerships 
and a firm foundation of understanding the basics. It requires so much more than just time to master 
this beautiful and intricate game....it is truly a labor of love in her case. In that vein, Andrea and Charlene 
have agreed that in lieu of exchanging gifts at Christmas time, they will instead give each other the gift 
of partnership at a tournament in California at some point during the winter months - possibly self-
serving given that our homes are in Calgary, AB, but also as a moniker of the comradery and bond that 
bridge has helped them to form. This is what brought them to Palm Springs in December where 
Charlene earned her Sectional Master Status....quite a Christmas gift indeed! 
 
Charlene’s experiences in bridge have taught her the true meaning of PATIENCE and TRUST and have 
literally humbled her. Charlene honestly feel blessed to have discovered a game that she can share with 
others that is both challenging and rewarding at the same time. Charlene looks forward to improving 
and honing her skills and continuing to refine and expand her partnerships. Bridge is truly a metaphor 
for life, a sentiment that her girlfriends and her, who first gathered around the kitchen table, have 
always shared. 

 


