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6575 Windchase Blvd., Horn Lake, MS  38637-1523 

www.acbl.org 

 

 

December 18, 2014 

 

Dear District Board Members and Tournament Chairs -- 

You are receiving this email because you are currently a District Board Member or a Regional 

Tournament Chair in 2015 or 2016. Please read it carefully because there is important information 

regarding tournament schedules in 2015.  

There are some exciting changes coming to pairs events at ACBL regional tournament in 2015. We want 

you to have the opportunity to take full advantage of them at the regional tournaments within your 

District. 

Both of these changes will have a big impact on those Members with too many points to be eligible for 

the Gold Rush Pairs. The Gold Rush Pairs will remain the same with strats of 750/300/100, but instead 

of an open pairs above it with only 2 strats (currently these are often open/3000) there will now be three 

strats, for example: open/3000/1500: 

 

This gives our Members more opportunities to win gold points while competing with those close to their 

own experience level and, as always, the strats can be set at levels you feel are the most beneficial to the 

Members in your area. This new event structure will become the standard at most regional tournaments. 
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Remember the above strats are just examples, and you can substitute ones that better serve your area’s 

Membership. 

Meanwhile, at the biggest Regional Tournaments in 2015 the ACBL will be testing a new event.  The 

new Mid-Flight Pairs events will exist in between the Gold Rush Pairs and the Open Pairs giving those 

players with 751 to approximately 3000 masterpoints a chance to win gold points without playing the 

top players in the open pairs. (Again, the exact masterpoint level will be set by the Tournament 

Sponsor.) The Open Pairs will still resemble the A/X pairs with strats similar to “Open/5000” and the 

Gold Rush Pairs will have two strats also “750/300”; but in the middle there will be the brand new Mid-

Flight Pairs for those Members who have succeeded beyond the Gold Rush. This flight will be limited 

and will also be broken into two strats: 

 

If you are a Tournament Sponsor that is interested in running one of these 3-flight / 2-strat Mid-Flight 

Pairs events, you must get permission from your District. Only one regional per District will be allowed 

to run this event in 2015. This will give ACBL Management and the Board of Directors the data they 

need to evaluate whether or not these events better meet our Members’ needs. 

If you would like to add either of these new events please submit your updated tournament flyer to the 

ACBL Tournament Department by emailing it to tournaments@acbl.org.  Tournaments running the new 

Mid-Flight Pairs events are listed on our website here. 

Sincerely, 

The ACBL Tournament Department 
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