
Dear Club Manager,

We hope to see you in Las Vegas at the Summer  
North American Bridge Championships. 

•  A free workshop with a focus on handling Zero  
Tolerance and behavioral issues in clubs games  
will be presented by Dan Plato on Monday, July 21,  
from 10 a.m. to Noon.  You don’t want to miss this  
lively presentation. 

•  Join us at the ACBL Information Fair on Saturday,  
July 19, from 9:30 to 11:30 am. Team members will  
be on hand to answer questions about Marketing,  
Clubs, Membership, ACBLscore+, Education  
programs, Ruling the Game and more. Click here  
for a full list. Coffee and pastries will be available.  
Check the Daily Bulletin for the room location at  
The LVH.  A complete list of programs can be  
found at here. 

•  A reception will be held for YOU on Friday,  
July 18, between sessions (4:30 to 6:00 p.m.).

•  Thank you to all the clubs registered to  
participate in The Longest Day on June 21.  
The funds raised will support the efforts of the  
Alzheimer’s Association and the Alzheimer’s  
Society of Canada.  See page 5 for more 
information or click here. 

•  The North American Pairs club qualifying games may be held in June,  
July and August. Each club may hold two NAP games each month per 
sanctioned session. The information was emailed to club managers in 
May. Be sure to read the conditions of contest carefully. 

•  Be sure to check the new resources available to you from our Marketing 
Team -  page 4

Director of Club and Member Services

Follow us on          American Contract Bridge League and          @ACBLbridge  
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Screen Savor
The new ACBLwebsite
Many things in life benefit from an occasional  
makeover, and this is especially true in today’s digital 
world. With that concept and the informational 
needs of members in mind, the ACBL unveiled its 
new online look on June 5. The League’s website at 
www.acbl.org has been redesigned and reorganized 
with an emphasis on form and function. 

Visitors to the new website encounter a streamlined, 
modern look to the site navigation on the top and 
bottom of each page. Selecting any of the primary 
links on the homepage takes the viewer to a “landing” 
page that uses side menus to explore that particular 
topic in more detail. “Breadcrumb” navigation – a 
visible display of the path taken to arrive at a  
particular page – enables users to keep track of 
where they are (and where they’ve been) without 
relying on the back arrow.

 “Helpful Documents” and “Important Links” pages 
have been added throughout the site to get you to 
the information you need faster. 

The new website is built to display on any device – 
desktops, laptops, tablets or smartphones. Specially 
re-sized formatting makes the site mobile-device 
friendly. Smartphone users enjoy the same  

functionality they would experience on large-format 
devices. The menus expand to maximize space and 
the updated, mobile-specific design makes content 
easy to read. You will access the latest bridge news 
and Daily Bulletin articles directly from your phone. 

If you have trouble finding your way around the new 
layout, there are several ways to help orient your-
self. First, scroll down to the bottom of any page on 
the site. There you’ll find a large array of commonly 
used links. Second, an improved search feature is 
available throughout the site. 

Fully compatible with PC and Mac platforms, the 
ACBL website may be viewed with a variety of 
browsers, including Internet Explorer, Chrome, 
Firefox and Safari. 

Take a minute to testdrive the new site by clicking 
here. For a short video tutorial, click here. 

We’re interested in your feedback! Websites are 
always a work in progress, and with a website as 
large as ACBL’s, member comments are essential 
to providing a great online experience for everyone. 
Whether it’s a matter of appearance, a broken or 
incorrect link, a search-engine problem or weird  
formatting issues, please let us know how to  
make the site better. Contact ACBL at  
webfeedback@acbl.org. 
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Screen Savor
The new ACBL website is pretty to look at, easier to use.
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Many things in life benefit from an occasional make-
over, and this is especially true in today’s digital 
world. With the informational needs of its members 

foremost in mind, therefore, the ACBL will unveil its new 
online look on June 5. The League’s website at www.acbl.org 
has been redesigned and reorganized with an emphasis on 
form and function. 

Visitors to the new website encounter a streamlined, 
modern look to the site navigation on the top and bottom 
of each page. Selecting any of the primary links on the 
homepage takes the viewer to a “landing” page that uses 
side menus to explore that particular topic in more detail. 
“Breadcrumb” navigation – a visible display of the path 
taken to arrive at a particular page – enables users to keep 
track of where they are (and where they’ve been) without 
relying on the back arrow.

“Helpful Documents” and “Important Links” pages have 
been added  throughout the site to get you to the information 
you need faster. 

The new website is built to display on any device – desk-
tops, laptops, tablets or smartphones.  Specially re-sized for-
matting makes the site mobile-device friendly. Smartphone 
users enjoy the same functionality they would experience 

on large-format devices. The menus expand to maximize 
space, and the updated, mobile-specific design makes con-
tent easy to read. You will access the latest bridge news and 
Daily Bulletin articles directly from your phone.

If you have trouble finding your way around the new 
layout, there are several ways to help orient yourself. First, 
scroll down to the bottom of any page on the site. There 
you’ll find a large array of commonly used links. Second, an 
improved search feature is available throughout the site. 

Fully compatible with PC and Mac platforms, the ACBL 
website may be viewed with a variety of browsers, including 
Internet Explorer, Chrome, Firefox and Safari. 

Take a minute to testdrive the new site. For a short video 
tutorial, visit www.acbl.org/demo and enter the password 
“ACBLDemo” (case sensitive).

We’re interested in your feedback! Websites are always 
a work in progress, and with a website as large as ACBL’s, 
member comments are essential to providing a great online 
experience for everyone. Whether it’s a matter of appear-
ance, a broken or incorrect link, a search-engine problem or 
weird formatting issues, please let us know how to make the 
site better. Contact ACBL at webfeedback@acbl.org. ◾

Coming soon
The ACBL Resource Center
featuring marketing materials,  
downloadable forms, school bridge 
information, teaching booklets and 
much more.

http://www.acbl.org/
http://www.acbl.org/#prettyPhoto/1/
mailto:webfeedback@acbl.org
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      Are You Using All the Resources Available?
     By Dan Plato

ACBL strives to provide as many resources as possible 
to assist Club Managers and Club Directors in the day-
to-day running of the club. The ACBL website is a gold 
mine of information. We have recently added one new 
feature, our Rulings FAQ page, and finished a major 
edit and updating of another important publication, 
The ACBL Club Director’s Handbook.

The Rulings FAQ page can be found here. In the  
Helpful Documents tab located on the right side bar of 
the website, you will find links to online versions (free!) 
of the Laws of Duplicate Bridge, Duplicate Decisions, 
Alert Charts and Procedures, the General Convention 
Chart and other resources a Club Director may need to 
make rulings or assist players in knowing their respon-
sibilities.

The FAQ page was developed with Club Directors and players in mind. Our Rulings email box  
(rulings@acbl.org) receives nearly 200 requests for assistance every month. Many of these requests 
relate to specific topics that come up in every game at every level. By developing the FAQ page 
we’ve tried to answer these common questions by referring to the relevant Law(s), while also  
providing you with interpretations and examples of how the Law might best be applied. Topics in-
clude Opening 2C with Tricks not Points, Changing a Called Card from Dummy, A Missing Card  
in Dummy. In the near future, we hope to expand the page to include another 10-15 commonly  
requested rulings. 

The newly edited ACBL Club Director’s Handbook is available for purchase through Baron Barclay 
Bridge Supply or can be viewed and downloaded for free here. This resource can help club  
directors as they navigate basic rulings, movements, use of ACBLscore, running Swiss teams, etc.

We continue to make efforts to provide the resources that you tell us you need. Don’t be shy! Let us 
know what publications or related resources you’d like to see us develop and make available.

On a side note: We often hear from club managers who have lost game results, names of the  
players who won masterpoints and other related information. Sometimes even entire databases are 
gone due to viruses or a dead computer. This may never happen to you, but why take a chance? 
Back up your files just in case. We suggest you start routine backups of game files and other  
information to an external source such as a flash drive or memory stick. Once a game is finished, 
select F11 and then select the command “BACK.” With your memory stick plugged in, you can 
select that as the drive where you want to save the game file. If a score correction comes in, there 
is a simple solution. Just repeat the process and the corrected game file will overwrite the older 
version. To back up your databases, you’ll need to select “Utilities” from the front page main menu.  
From there, you have the option of selecting “Backup/Restore”. Select “Backup Database.” Doing 
this once or twice a month is a great way to be sure your information is safe and can be retrieved 
should your computer ever misbehave. You may never need it, but you’ll be glad you’ve completed 
the steps if something goes wrong.  

http://www.acbl.org/clubs_page/club-administration/club-directors/rulings-faq/
mailto:rulings@acbl.org
http://www.acbl.org/acbl-content/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Club-Directors-Handbook1.pdf
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New Resources for Your Club
The ACBL Branding & Usage Guide and the Quick  
Reference Poster have arrived with simple instructions 
on the proper use of logos, colors, fonts and 
styles. It is critical that all materials adhere to 
these standards and the personality of the brand. 
Every item we create either reinforces our brand 
personality or erodes it. Through consistent  
messaging and visual approach, our organization 
will fortify its position as the champion of the 
world’s greatest game. 

Updates and Changes to the  
Cooperative Adverting Program (CAP)

•  There is a new CAP form that must accompany 
each request. 

•  The complete logo with both the symbol and 
name will now be required to qualify for print  
ad reimbursement.

•  Please note that reimbursement requests must 
be made in 60 days and will be strictly enforced.

 
•  It is strongly recommended that all ads and/

or collateral are submitted for pre-approval to 
ensure they are accepted!

  The Facebook Unit Guide is here! 
  Unit presidents should be receiving  
  a preloaded flash drive containing 
  the unit specific handbook,  
  templates and stock photography 
with the methods to build,  
grow and maintain a  
successful Facebook site.  
Help your unit promote  
upcoming tournaments  
and events, share valuable  
information and provide  
members a way to speak  
directly to you. The Club  
Facebook Guide will be  
available and downloadable  
by the end of July.

The ACBL Resource Center is Coming Soon! –  
Be on the lookout for ACBL’s new online Resource 
Center in late July.  From teaching materials and 
handbooks to advertisement and flier templates, 
the new resource center is an easy way for  
Members and Volunteers to access ACBL  

A Message from  
Goodwill Chair,  
Sandy DeMartino 

Dear Club Managers,

The first Monday of each NABC is Goodwill 
Day. Please encourage your players to be 
friendly, caring and ethical as well as  
competitive. Let’s all strive to be goodwill 
ambassadors for our great game of bridge. 

The Goodwill Days for 2014 will be Monday 
July 21 and Monday Dec. 1. Let’s make every 
day Goodwill Day.

Sandy DeMartino
Chair 
Aileen Osofsky ACBL Goodwill Committee

materials for education, clubs, units, districts and 
tournaments. Clubs, Teachers and Unit/District 
volunteers will benefit from having the tools they 
need for success all in one place and at their  
fingertips. This will grow over time and continue 
to offer new and updated items. There is more  
information included in the July issue of the 
Bridge Bulletin. 

FedEx Office discounts are available to all ACBL 
members and clubs. FedEx Office offers a  
discount of 35% off standard list retail of color  
and black and white printing and a 10% off on 
other services. 

To print your discount card click here. 

Facebook Unit Guide

How to set up, use and expand your unit’s social media presence

  
 A

I L E E N  O S O F S K Y

http://web5.acbl.org/marketing/cooperative-advertising-program/
http://web5.acbl.org/acbl-content/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/CAP-request-form.pdf
http://web5.acbl.org/marketing/logos-templates/
http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/marketing/ACBLdiscountcard.pdf
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Continued on next page

Special  Event  

                CORNER
Reminders:
   •  Game setup in ACBLscore

   •  Please remember when setting up the ACBL-
wide games in ACBLscore, such as the Char-
ity and International Fund games, that you are 
choosing the “ACBL-wide” options.  

   •  Advance registration

   •  Printed materials are provided for some of the 
special games and are mailed out four to six 
weeks prior to the game. To ensure that we 
order enough material and that your members 
can receive the provided information, we ask 
that you please register for the ACBL-wide 
Special Events in advance.  

   •  Start times for games 

Important Changes to ACBL-wide Special 
Event Games:
In the past some special events were sanctioned 
for different sessions and have now been changed.  
Please be sure to read the special events schedule 
and make sure you are following the regulations 
and starting your games at the scheduled times.
 

ACBLscore Updates:
It is important to keep ACBLscore updated  
in your computer. Changes are made periodically 
to reflect changes in regulations. Many of the 
changes involve ACBL-wide games and require 
the most recent updated version for setting the 
game up. To update your ACBLscore program, 
please click here. 

NAP - North American Pairs 
Each club can hold two NAP games per  
sanctioned session during each of the months 
of June, July and August. No special sanction is 
required. Masterpoint awards are ½ red, ½ black at 
sectional rating. Fees are $4 per table.

Flight eligibility is  
as follows:

A: Open

B: Fewer than 2500 MPs 

C:  Non-Life Master with  
fewer than 500 MPs

Flight eligibility is based on the June, 2014, 
masterpoint cycle, which was run on May 6, 2014.

NAP material is sent to all club managers, unit 
and district NAP coordinators by email. Please 
read the conditions of contest carefully. Unit level 
events begin Sep. 1 but must be held prior to the 
district finals. The NAP finals will be held in New 
Orleans in March 2015. First-place district winners 
in all flights receive a monetary award of $700 
each. Second-place district winners in all flights 
receive a monetary award of $300 each. Third 
place winners receive an invitation with no  
subsidy. Monetary awards will be distributed  
during the national finals.

For the second consecutive year, ACBL is  
partnering with the Alzheimer’s Association for 
their signature fundraising event, The Longest Day. 
On June 21— the longest day of the year — ACBL 
clubs across North America are planning a day of 
bridge-related activities to raise awareness and 
funds for the care, support and research efforts to 
end Alzheimer’s disease. 

The Instant Matchpoint game was 
previously sanctioned as an evening 
game. The 2014 Instant Matchpoint 
game is sanctioned for Thursday 
afternoon, Oct. 16. 

To register for these games, please 
click here. 

https://web.acbl.org/SpecialEvents/index.do
http://www.acbl.org/clubs_page/acblscore/download-acblscore/
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On The Longest Day, all clubs may hold games 
from 12:01 a.m. through 11:59 p.m. 

Games may be regular-length games (18+ boards) 
or short games (12-17 boards). Both games award 
70% sectional rated black points. Table fees  
included on your club’s June month end report 
will be $4.74 for regular length games and $3.46 
for short games. All table fees from the Longest 
Day games will be submitted to the Alzheimer’s 
Association by the ACBL on behalf of our clubs 
and Members. 

It’s not too late to participate in The Longest Day. 
To officially register your club, please visit  
alz.org/acbl and select “Start a Team.” Use the  
discount code “ACBL” for free registration.*  
Official registration on the Alzheimer’s  
Association’s website is encouraged but it is not  
required to hold special games. Clubs may hold  
as many special games as they choose during 
the 24 hours of June 21, 2014. Sanctions are not 
required for games held on The Longest Day.

Click here to learn more about how your club can 
participate in The Longest Day. We hope you will 
join the ACBL in our fight against Alzheimer’s. 

If you would like to register for the Longest Day, 
please click here.

The newest version of ACBLscore is required and 
can be downloaded here. Detailed game setup 
instructions can be found on the same page.

For questions, please contact Darbi Padbury at 
901-487-0504 or darbi.padbury@acbl.org. The 
ACBL is in it until Alzheimer’s is finished! We 
would love your support on The Longest Day. 

*Clubs located in Canada, please register at  
http://www.acbl.org/longestdaycanada.php to  
ensure local funds are donated to Alzheimer  
Society of Canada.

ACBL-wide International Fund Game # 3
Help support North Americans in international 
bridge competition. On Friday afternoon, July 11, 
bridge clubs across ACBL will host the third of 
three events designed to raise funds to defray 
expenses of North American teams entered in in-
ternational competition for World Bridge Federa-
tion titles. Masterpoint awards are ½ red, ½ black 
at sectional rating. In addition to masterpoints 
earned at clubs, there will also be ACBL-wide and 
district-wide awards. Printed material is sent by 
mail approximately four to six weeks in advance of 
the game. Click here to sign up. 

Other games:
International Fund Month: September
Jane Johnson Club Appreciation Month: October
Instant Matchpoint Game: October 16
ACBL-wide Charity Game #2:  November 5

For more information, please contact  
specialevents@acbl.org

Partnership Desk
One of the 2014 ACBL Strategic Projects is to  
create an online partnership desk that can be used 
for all ACBL tournaments and clubs. The Online 
Partnership Desk will be a membership benefit 
that can be accessed through MyACBL. After 
members create their profiles, they will be able  
to search tournaments and clubs to find others 
who are looking for partners in the same areas for 
the same dates and times. 

As an added benefit, club managers will be  
able to log on and see which players from their 
club are looking for partners. You can use that  
information to match up the online seekers with 
real-life partners if you choose. If you choose not 
to use this feature, your club will still benefit. Most 
people seeking partners will be able to find one 
without help from club management.

We will begin testing the Partnership Desk this 
summer and hope to have it released this fall. If 
you have any questions or comments about this 
project, please contact Christina van Leeuwen at 
christina.vanleeuwen@acbl.org. 

http://www.acbl.org/clubs_page/special-events/the-longest-day/non-registration-participation-instruction-for-the-longest-day/
https://act.alz.org/site/TRR/?pg=tfind&fr_id=5860&fr_tm_opt=new&skip_login_page=true&company_id=83046
mailto:darbi.padbury@acbl.org
mailto:christina.vanleeuwen@acbl.org
https://web.acbl.org/SpecialEvents/index.do
mailto:specialevents@acbl.org
http://www.acbl.org/thelongestday/scoring.pdf
http://www.acbl.org/longestdaycanada.php
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MEMBERSHIP GAME 
Each year between Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, ACBL clubs running sanctioned 
masterpoint games may hold a Membership Game for players who  
have paid current dues or who are Life Members. A club may  
conduct a Membership Game any month of the year as long as the  
date does not conflict with the dates within the same community  
of an NABC, a regional, a sectional, North American Pairs or the  
GNT event. Where one member of a partnership is later determined  
to have been ineligible, no masterpoints will be issued to either  
member of the partnership. The regulations allow eligible  
partnerships to advance to fill vacated positions.

•  GENERAL REGULATIONS — The Membership Game must be held as a one-session event and must 
have a non-playing club or higher-rated director. Exception: A playing director is allowed if the size  
of the game is 17 tables or fewer and not more than one section. Types of games that may be  
conducted are Open Pairs, Men’s/Women’s Pairs, Mixed Pairs, Master/Non-Master Pairs, Stratified  
Pairs and Swiss Teams. Violations of these rules will result in a penalty of two sessions of club  
championships from the next year’s allotment. Each regularly scheduled sanctioned session is  
entitled to hold one Membership Game per year. If a club is eligible for more than one game, the 
games must be held on different masterpoint game sessions.

•  AWARDS — Masterpoint awards in the membership game are based on sectional rating. Open games  
receive full sectional rating, invitational/restricted games receive 80% of sectional rating, and  
newcomer games receive 50% of sectional rating.

•  SANCTION FEES — There are no additional fees. ACBL fees are the same as for regular ACBL-sanc-
tioned masterpoint games. 

Non-member entry fees in Membership Clubs:
A club that charges a membership fee may 
conduct an open game, but the game must 
be open to all ACBL members. The club may, 
however, allow its own members to play at a 
reduced fee.

The entry fee for a non-club member may  
be as much as 100% more than a member’s 
entry fee.

Bridge Plus+ Games
These games provide a transition from ACBL 
beginning bridge classes to newcomer games 
conducted at ACBL-sanctioned games. They 

Update from the Board of Directors 
Meeting in Dallas TX

may be operated by bridge teachers, club 
managers or ACBL club directors. Players are 
encouraged to ask for advice on bidding and 
playing the hands.

A sanction is required to conduct an ACBL 
Bridge Plus+ game. Bridge Plus+ sanctions are 
issued free of session fees if all of the follow-
ing conditions are met:

a)  Only students with fewer than five master-
points may participate in the game.

b)  The game must consist of a minimum  
of six boards.

c)  Monthly reports must be sent to ACBL by 
the 10th of the month following the month  
in which the game was held.

The teacher who runs the game need not be 
a club director. The teacher/director resolves 
all irregularities.




